
 

YEScarolina/ Sharks in the Classroom/ 2020 

 

 

FERNANDO  

SOTO 
New Digital Press/ Charleston, SC 

PROFILE 

Fernando Soto was born in Mexico in 1994 

where he lived until the age of 7. Soto and 

his family migrated to Charleston, SC on 

July, 4, 2002. From the very beginning of his 

education in the US, Fernando developed 

a curiosity for broadcast television. Soto's 

elementary school had an internal student 

news program called WZION News, all it 

took was one-time hosting for that to 

become his life passion. Throughout middle 

and high school, Soto emceed events, 

broadcasted daily announcements and 

dipped his feet into student news 

production during his free time. 

 

That passion followed him to Spring Hill 

College in Mobile, Ala., where he studied 

journalism. In college Soto co-founded 

BadgerTV, a student run television 

production. Upon graduation he worked in 

the newsroom for an NBC affiliate during 

the 2016 presidential election. Soto 

returned to SC in 2017 and worked as a 

digital media consultant for a local 

newspaper before deciding to launch his 

own online Spanish news service in January 

of 2019. Over the years, Soto has 

interviewed a series of high-profile political 

figures such as former NJ Gov. Chris 

Christie, HUD Sec. Ben Carson, Rep. Bradley 

Byrne, Sen. Elizabeth Warren, former 
presidential candidate Pete Buttigieg, 

former Vice-President Joe Biden among 

others. Soto is also a correspondent for 

Spanish network Estrella TV.  

CONNECT 

Fernando@NewDigitalPress.com 

 

www.NuestroEstado.com  

Business Facebook: Nuestro Estado, Apoyo 

Para Latinos SC y La Costa Este.  

Personal fan pages on 

Facebook/Instagram/Twitter: 

@94FernandoSoto 

 

MY BUSINESS 

New Digital Press operates local Spanish news services to the Latinx 
communities in South Carolina and Alabama. Our unique selling 

position is that we cater specifically to localized regions via our digital 

platforms. This separates us from the competition because we publish 

news as it happens, compared to a weekly, bi-weekly or monthly 

newspaper magazine. 

MY PASSION & SKILLS 

Luckily for me my passion is also my career choice. I am passionate 

about freedom of the press and aiding my community to be informed. I 

speak English and Spanish fluently and can translate in real time. 

HOW I GOT STARTED 

When I was a kid, I would go help my father do landscaping side work 

(which I'm not very good at) but doing so I learned to negotiate with 

people and understood the value of a dollar. Then in 2009 I was part of 

the YESCarolina program and that equipped me with the knowledge I 

needed to put my ideas into concepts. I returned to Charleston 

Collegiate the following fall and led our entrepreneurship class in 

starting a successful student run business, Flooded with Flavor. That 

journey for me continued through the remaining three years of high 

school. I would say that experience was the turning point for me to 

believe in myself and turn my passion into a business. 

WHAT I WISH I KNEW AT 16 

I wish I knew how to code at 16. I think that could have kickstarted this 

journey a little sooner, not that I know how to code now, but I 

understand how it works. This is incredibly helpful because I know how 

to deal with technical problems on my digital platforms. Additionally, it 

guides me to better explain what I want from website and app 

developers who don't speak Spanish but need to help me build 

products in Spanish. 
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